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Hispanics more likely than whites to say
global warming is caused by humans
BY JENS MANUEL KROGSTAD (HTTP://WWW.PEWRESEARCH.ORG/AUTHOR/JKROGSTAD/)

Hispanics are significantly more likely than whites to say the Earth is warming because of human activities and that the
U.S. should do whatever it takes to protect the environment, a new Pew Research Center analysis finds.

(http://www.pewresearch.org/fact-tank/2015/02/27/hispanics-more-likely-than-whites-to-say-global-warming-is-caused-by-

humans/ft_15-02-25_hispanicwarming_420px/) Our analysis finds that Hispanics, who make up an increasing share
(http://www.pewhispanic.org/2012/11/14/an-awakened-giant-the-hispanic-electorate-is-likely-to-double-by-2030/) of the U.S.
voting population in presidential elections, stand out when it comes to their views of the environment. Recent surveys
from other organizations have had similar results. Democrats, the party most Hispanics identify with
(http://www.pewhispanic.org/2014/10/29/latino-support-for-democrats-falls-but-democratic-advantage-remains/) , have been
pushing for more government action on issues such as climate change.
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This week, President Barack Obama vetoed the Keystone XL pipeline (http://www.washingtonpost.com/blogs/post-

politics/wp/2015/02/24/keystone-xl-bill-a-k-a-veto-bait-heads-to-presidents-desk/) , even as a majority of Americans – and
about half of Hispanics – support the project.

In a recent survey, we ask if there is solid evidence that the Earth has been warming over the past few decades. Seven-
in-ten Hispanics say the Earth is warming because of human activity, a higher share than among whites (44%). More
than half (56%) of blacks say the same. About two-in-ten Hispanics and whites and a quarter of blacks say the Earth is
warming because of natural patterns.

Overall, a quarter of Americans say there is no solid evidence of global warming. Just 11% of Hispanics and 17% of
blacks say there is no solid evidence the Earth is getting warmer, while 31% of whites say the same.

The finding about Hispanics comes as the overall share of Americans who say there is evidence of warming has
fluctuated (http://www.pewinternet.org/2015/01/29/chapter-3-attitudes-and-beliefs-on-science-and-technology-topics/) over
the past decade. In 2006, 77% of U.S. adults said there is solid evidence of global warming. That share dropped to 57%
in 2009 before rising to 72% in 2014.

In addition, a significant share of Hispanics say they favor strong action to protect the environment. In a 2014 Pew
Research Center survey (http://www.people-press.org/2014/06/12/political-polarization-in-the-american-public/) ,
respondents were asked to say which statement comes closer to their views: “This country should do whatever it takes
to protect the environment” or “This country has gone too far in its efforts to protect the environment.” Three-quarters
(76%) of Hispanics chose the first statement, compared with 84% of blacks and 67% of whites.

So why do Hispanics (and, to some extent, blacks) stand out? One possibility might lie in the age of the Hispanic
population. With a median age of 27 years, Hispanics are significantly younger than whites (42), blacks (33) and the
nation as a whole (37). Overall, younger Americans are more likely than older Americans to say the Earth is warming
because of human activity. Six-in-ten Americans ages 18-29 say the Earth is warming due to human activity, compared
with 31% of those ages 65 and older.

Another possible explanation for these trends is differing political preferences by race and ethnicity. Those who identify
with or lean toward the Democratic Party are significantly more likely than those who prefer the Republican Party to
say the Earth is warming because of human activity (by 71% to 27%) – and Hispanics and blacks are more likely to lean
Democratic than whites. About 54% of Hispanics and 81% of blacks identify with or lean toward the Democratic Party,
compared with 40% of whites.

Recent surveys have highlighted a similarly high concern for environmental issues among Hispanics. A New York
Times survey (http://www.nytimes.com/2015/02/10/us/politics/climate-change-is-of-growing-personal-concern-to-us-hispanics-

poll-finds.html?_r=0) found that more than half (54%) of Hispanics said global warming is an extremely or very
important issue to them personally, compared with 37% of whites. And nearly two-thirds (63%) of Hispanics said the
federal government should act broadly to address global warming, compared with 49% of whites.

Another survey from the Chicago Council on Global Affairs (http://www.thechicagocouncil.org/publication/latinos-resemble-

other-americans-preferences-us-foreign-policy-0) also found high concern among Hispanics over global warming. More
than half of Hispanics (54%) called climate change a critical threat to U.S. vital interests in the next 10 years, compared
with 32% of non-Hispanics. A similar share of Hispanics (54%) said the U.S. government is not doing enough on
climate change, compared with 49% of non-Hispanics.
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Jens Manuel Krogstad (http://www.pewresearch.org/author/jkrogstad/) is a
writer/editor focusing on Hispanics, immigration and demographics at
Pew Research Center.
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