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GLOBAL WARMING AND CALIFORNIA’S FUTURE 

Three in four Californians view global warming as a very (50%) or somewhat serious (27%) threat to the 
economy and quality of life in California’s future; one in five say it is not too serious (11%) or not at all 
serious (9%) of a threat. The percentage saying global warming poses a very serious threat was lowest 
in July 2005 (39%), the first time we asked the question, and highest in July 2007 (54%). 

Most Latinos (67%) and blacks (63%) say the threat of global warming is very serious, while far fewer 
whites (40%) and Asians (38%) hold this view. Democrats (59%) are much more likely than independents 
(41%) and far more likely than Republicans (24%) to say the threat is very serious. Residents in the Inland 
Empire (59%) are the most likely to hold this view, followed by those in the San Francisco Bay Area (55%), 
the Central Valley (49%), Los Angeles (49%), and Orange/San Diego (38%). The perception that global 
warming is a very serious threat declines as education and income levels rise. Residents age 55 and 
older are less likely than younger Californians to hold this view. 

“How serious of a threat is global warming to the economy and quality of life for California’s future?” 

 
All adults 

Race/Ethnicity 
Likely voters 

Asians Blacks Latinos Whites 

Very serious   50%   38%   63%   67%   40%   42% 

Somewhat serious 27 40 27 24 27 27 

Not too serious 11 14 6 6 15 14 

Not at all serious 9 3 3 2 17 14 

Don’t know 3 6 1 1 2 2 

 
Two in three Californians (65%) and six in 10 likely voters (59%) say the state government should take 
action right away to reduce greenhouse gas emissions, while 30 percent of adults and 36 percent of 
likely voters say it should wait until the state economy and job situation improve to take action. The 
perception that action should be taken right away has increased 9 points since last year and is at a 
record high.  

Democrats (73%) are much more likely than independents (58%) and far more likely than Republicans 
(41%) to say that action should be taken right away to reduce emissions. Residents in the San Francisco 
Bay Area (75%) and the Inland Empire (74%) are more likely than residents in Los Angeles (63%), the 
Central Valley (59%), and Orange/San Diego (59%) to say that action should be taken right away. Latinos 
(82%) are by far the most likely across racial/ethnic groups to hold this view (60% blacks, 56% whites, 
53% Asians). The belief that action should be taken right away decreases as education and income 
levels rise. Among those who see global warming as a very serious threat to California’s future,  
85 percent say action should be taken right away. Among those who say the threat is not too or not at  
all serious, 23 percent say action should be taken right away (69% say wait for the economy and job 
situation to improve).  

“When it comes to the state government’s plans for reducing greenhouse gas emissions, should it take 
action right away, or should it wait until the state economy and job situation improve to take action?” 

 
All adults 

Party 
Likely voters 

Dem Rep Ind 

Take action right away   65%   73%   41%   58%   59% 

Wait for state economy and 
job situation to improve 

30 23 53 37 36 

Don’t know 4 3 6 4 5 
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IMPACTS OF GLOBAL WARMING IN CALIFORNIA 

Majorities of residents are at least somewhat concerned about four possible impacts of global warming 
in California. Nearly six in 10 Californians (57%) are very concerned about wildfires that are more severe, 
and half (49%) are very concerned about droughts that are more severe. Fewer express this level of 
concern when it comes to increased flooding (28%) or storms that are more severe (28%). Views on 
wildfires that are more severe, droughts that are more severe, and increased flooding were fairly similar  
in July 2011 and July 2009 (this is the first time we have asked about storms). We started asking about 
droughts and flooding in July 2005 and concern peaked in 2007 (60% very concerned about droughts; 
37% very concerned about flooding). 

“I am going to name a few of the possible impacts of global warming in California,  
and I would like you to tell me whether you are very concerned, somewhat concerned,  

not too concerned, or not at all concerned about each one. How about…?” 

 
Wildfires that 

are more severe 
Droughts that 

are more severe 
Increased flooding Storms that 

are more severe 

Very concerned   57%   49%   28%   28% 

Somewhat concerned 25 29 28 30 

Not too concerned 9 11 24 24 

Not at all concerned 8 10 18 17 

Don’t know 1 1 1 2 

 
On each of these four possible impacts, Democrats are more likely than independents and Republicans 
to be very concerned, and concern is highest among lower-income residents. Blacks, Latinos, and Inland 
Empire residents are more likely than whites, Asians, and residents in other regions to be very concerned 
about wildfires that are more severe. Latinos are more likely than others to be very concerned about 
droughts that are more severe. Latinos and blacks are about twice as likely as whites and Asians to say 
they are very concerned about increased flooding and storms that are more severe.  

Percent saying very concerned  Wildfires that 
are more severe 

Droughts that 
are more severe 

Increased flooding Storms that 
are more severe 

All adults    57%   49%   28%   28% 

Party  

Democrats 65 60 32 36 

Republicans 39 29 15 14 

Independents 50 43 21 22 

Race/Ethnicity 

Asians 47 37 22 19 

Blacks 74 50 40 40 

Latinos 67 61 42 40 

Whites 53 45 20 20 

Region 

Central Valley 55 53 27 27 

San Francisco Bay Area 53 46 31 28 

Los Angeles 62 51 33 34 

Orange/San Diego 54 43 23 19 

Inland Empire 71 52 29 30 

Household 
income 

Under $40,000 65 53 36 33 

$40,000 to $80,000 56 47 22 26 

$80,000 or more 45 46 21 19 
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GOVERNMENT ACTION ON GLOBAL WARMING 

When asked for their overall views of how governments are addressing global warming today, pluralities 
of Californians say that their federal, state, and local governments are not doing enough. 

Majorities of all adults (53%) and likely voters (54%) say the federal government is not doing enough to 
address global warming. Findings among all adults were nearly identical last July. This perception was 
more prevalent the first time we asked this question in July 2008 (66%) and declined to 48 percent in 
July 2009. There are partisan differences in perceptions of the federal government’s actions on global 
warming. Democrats (66%) are more likely than independents (56%) and far more likely than Republicans 
(40%) to say that the federal government is not doing enough. At least half of blacks (58%), Latinos (54%), 
whites (52%), and Asians (50%) hold this view. 

What about state government? Forty-four percent of Californians and 41 percent of likely voters say that 
the state government is not doing enough to address global warming. Findings among all adults were 
similar last July. Since July 2008, the share holding this view has ranged between 44 percent (today) and 
51 percent (July 2008). While majorities of Democrats (52%) and pluralities of independents (44%) say 
that the state government is not doing enough, only 33 percent of Republicans say this. Blacks and 
Latinos (49% each) are somewhat more likely than whites and Asians (40% each) to hold this view. 

Views of local government are quite similar to those of state government: 44 percent of Californians and 
38 percent of likely voters say their local government is not doing enough on global warming. Findings 
among all adults are again similar to last July. Following the trend in views of state government, the 
perception that the local government response is inadequate has ranged between 44 percent (today) and 
52 percent (July 2008). Once again, while a majority of Democrats (51%) and a plurality of independents 
(46%) hold this view, only 36 percent of Republicans do so. Blacks and Latinos (52% each) are again 
more likely than Asians (41%) and whites (39%) to think that local government should do more to address 
global warming. 

“Overall, do you think that the … is doing more than enough, 
just enough, or not enough to address global warming?” 

 
  

All adults 
Party Likely 

voters Dem Rep Ind 

Federal government 

More than enough   13%   6%   27%   17%   17% 

Just enough 27 24 28 25 25 

Not enough 53 66 40 56 54 

Don’t know 6 4 5 2 4 

State government 

More than enough 15 8 28 18 21 

Just enough 35 35 35 34 33 

Not enough 44 52 33 44 41 

Don’t know 6 5 4 4 5 

Local government 

More than enough 13 6 22 15 16 

Just enough 35 36 35 35 39 

Not enough 44 51 36 46 38 

Don’t know 8 7 7 4 7 

 

 


